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PREACHER of the GOSPEL. 
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Come and hea, all ye that fear God, and I will declare 
what he hath done for my ſoul. Pſalm Ixvi. 16. 
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count, I. 5 obliged to omit” many particulars, 


Eliz. Murlin, or Motlen ; {for ſo my Father wrote 
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Was faded in the Arminian Maga- 
"zine. But as the nature of that work 
would not admi it of! à cixcumſtantial ac- 


which may be uſeful to ſerious Readers, This con- 
fideration , together with the importunity of my 
Friends, Have induced me to enlarge the SubjeQ, 
and 0b it in the prefent form 

I was born in the pariſh of St. Stephen Brenwtll, 
in the*county” of Cornwall, 'about the beginning of 
Auguſt 1722, I was the ſecond ſori of Richard and 


his name.) I was ſent to {hoot when very young, 
where I was taught to read, and to fay my catechifm, 
c. And as my Father feared God, henfirtified his 
children in the principles of Religich, and cauled 
us to attend the church on the Sabbath-day. 
A 2 As 
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too much, - The nn nw... eee 
paſſion. diſcovered themſelves in me very foon, 
Sometimes I diſobeyed my parents; and frequently 


— 


rr 
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told lies; though not ſo frequently as many chil- 

dren did. But, notwithſtanding this, even at this 

early period, I frequently had ſerious thoughts of 

1 God and eternity: but they ſoon wore off 91 2 0 

5 ; of more fpititual inftrugion. © — F 
As my Father was a farmer, I was 1 in 
About this time he died; and I have reaſon to be- 
lieve died in peace. 

I was now de ſirous of learning the nne a 
8 and acgordingly, at Michaelmas. 1735s 
I was bound to one, for ſeven years... My m 
ed uttezly without God in, the. world: he was 
mugh giyen to wearing, and taking Gog's name in 
' vain; and I too readily followed his example. 
He had a little. eſtate of his own, on which I 
Was employed a great Part of my time; 75 and, as he 
did not well underſtand his bubeſs himſelf, L made 
but ! little progreſs therein. e 

8 Michaehmas 1, my apprenticeſhip ended, 
"2 then Went to work with another maſter, where 1 
continued. ſeveral. years, and, made Fa 

rogreſs both in my buſineſs and learning; apply- 
ng myſelf in the day-time to my, trade, and i * de 
Evenings. 10 writing and. accounts. 

Nt time I was ange bath to God and 
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quarrelled with my eldeſt brother. I alſo ſwore and 
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131 


my own ſoul. Indeed at times I had convictions 
of ſin, and ſome concern about my future ſtate :- 


but being ſurrounded by thoſe who had no thought 


of God, and having no one to direct me, 1 quickly 
ſtifled my convictions and became worſe than 
before. To curſing. and ſwearing, I ſoon added 
gaming and drunkenneſs. Lord! how great is thy 
mercy in ſparing thoſe 'who live in ſuch rebellion 
againſt thee ! 

At this time my Mother, who kind about ſeven 
miles off, heard the Methodiſts, who were inſtru- 
mental in the hand of God in bringing her to the: 
knowledge of the truth. After ſhe had tafted the 
good word f God, and the powers of the world to 
come, ſhe wreſtled with the Lord on my account, 
who, in a hort time heard and anſwered her in the 
Joy of her heart. 

When I left my „e placcez I returned home, ok 
began buſineſs. for myſelf, I was then delivered 
from my old Companions, and by that means, freed 
from many en bead which before I 
was, expoſed to. 

February 1749, I bond the Methodiſts. The 


word was attended with the. demonſtration of the 


ſpirit and with power. By this means I was ſoon 
brought under deep conviction. The remembrance 

of my {ins was now grievous to me; and the burden 
of them was intolerable. My Relations were ſome- 

times afraid I ſhould loſe my reaſon. I faſted and 

prayed much, and often thought that a burnt cruſt 

was too good for ſuch a wretch as me. The arrows of 

* Almighty ftuck faſt in me, and his hand preſſed me 
A 3 fore, 


r 1 

e 1 8 kneeled at my bedſide, "IR 
wreſtled with God in prayer till near midnight: 
and ſometimes I was afraid to lie down in bed leſt 
I ſhould awake in hell. At other times I fell on 
the ground and roared for the very 'diſquietneſs of 
my heart, Sometimes I was ſorely tempted that the 
day of grace was paſt; and that, though I ſought, I 
ſhould never find mercy at the hand of God. I re- 
member, one afternoon, Satan was permitted to in- 


degree, that they greatly affected both my body and 
mind. I believe I felt ſomething of that diſtreſs 
which David mentions in the 116th pſalm: The for- 

rows of death compaſſed me : and the pains of hell gat 
_ hold upon me: 1 found trouble and ſorrou. Then 
called I upon the name of the Lord ; O Lord, I befeech 
thee, deliver my ſoul / At other times, when I heard 
-» the Preachers ſpeak of the love of Chriſt, and of 
his willingneſs to ſave poor loſt finners, it fixed 
my convictions the deeper, to think I ſhould be 
fuch a rebel againſt ſo loving a Saviour! But, 
bleſſed be God! though my convictions were _ 
deep, they did not continue long, is | 
In April, I heard Mr. Downs preach e of 
the fifteenth chapter of St. Luke. He told us'how | 
willing the Lord was to receive returning prodi- 
gals: under this ſermon I found a great deliverance. 
My burden was taken away. And from that day, 
I never found that diſtreſs I had felt before. / But, 
as yet, „ Rothman ae m Gris "were 
Bak ae R 


L* 1 | 

Aer this I had a calm ſerenity in my ſoul, and 
\ often much peace and joy: but I wanted a clearer 
manifeſtation of the pardoning love of God, And 
this he was pleaſed to give me ſoon after, under the 
preaching of Mr. Richard Trathan, I could then 
indeed fay,: O Lord, I will praiſe thee ! Though thou 
waſt angry with me, thine anger is turned away, and 
thou comforteſt me. Behold, God is my ſalvation: T 
will truſt and not be afraid: for the Lord Jehovah is 
my ſtrength and my ſong, he alſo is become my ſalva- 
tion. And although, fince then, I have met with 
ſore trials, and ſometimes have been brought very 
low; yet I have never loft my confidence of the 
favour of God, and truſt, I never ſhall, | 
Some time after this, Mr, William Roberts, (then 
the travelling Preacher in our Circuit,) told me, 
“ You muſt take care of the little Claſs,” I was 
ſtruck with fear, and went out of the room, telling 
him, I cannot undertake it.“ But he infiſted on 
it; and as the people deſired I ſhould, I at laſt com- 
plied, though with great reluctance: for I thought 
there were ſome in hs Claſs whoſe abilities were 

far ſuperior to mine. 8 

I then bought a "OR vible, with We other 
1 and applied myſelf to prayer and to reading 
the holy. Scriptures. And it pleaſed God to open 
my underſtanding more and more, to ſee the won- 

derous things contained in his word. 
About this time I was often beſet by 2 diſ- 
putatious Anabaptiſts, Who endeavoured to prove 
unconditional Election. I generally ſtopt them 
ſhort by aſking, „Do you believe abſolute Ro- 
probation ? 
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" yrobation? Do you'think-that the mierciful-God 
did, from all eternity, appoint the greateſt part of 


the human: race to eternal damnation, without any 
poſſihility of being ſaved ? If you believe that he 
appointed the end, do you not believe that he alſo: 
appointed the means to bring them to it: and if ſo, 
do you not make him the author of all the fin that 
ever was committed? On their confeſſing that 
they did believe this, I told them I could not be 


ol their minds for ſeveral reaſons. 


. Firſt, Becauſe it would be unjuſt to appoint thank: 
to ſin, and then to puniſh them with a Fe bre 
for fulfiling that appointment. Wi 
Secondly, Becauſe it would ate God's ve- 
racity, who has poſitively aſſerted, that he will have 
all men to be ſaved, and come to the knowledge of the 
truth more eſpecially, ſeeing he condeſcends to 
confirm this truth with an oath, ſwearing, As 7 live, 
1 baue no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but 
that the wicked turn from luis way and live. 
Thirdly, Becauſe if God intended that the greateſt 
part of the human - race ſhould unavoidably ſuffer 
eternal torments, he would not have given his only 
begotten Son to die for them: according to theſe 
declarations; God fo loued the world that he gave his 
only , begotten Son, that whoſoever, believeth on um; 


| ſhould. not periſi, but have everlaſting life. And he 


is the propitiation for our fins: - and not 4 MR 


| but alſo for the fins of the whole world. 


Fourthly, Becauſe if he had intended to fda 


greateſt part of his helpleſs creatures to hell, with- 
* n * U : 
ben oth 23 11516 i Trot: 
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out. a an of being ſaved, he would not have 
ſent his Spirit to convince the world of fin, of righteouſ- 
neſs, and of a judgment to come much leſs would the 
grace of God that bringeth ſalvation have appeared to all 
men teaching them, that denying ungodlineſs and 
worldly lufts, they ſhould, live ſoberly, righteoufly, and 
godly in this preſent world. Looking for that bleſſed 
hope, and; the glorious appearing of the great God, 
and our Saviour , Jeſus Chriſt, When they found 
that they could not prevail, they went away and 
gave me no farther trouble. 

After this I met my Claſs deat. to whom I 
ſome times gave, a word. of exhortation, and never 
found myſelf more happy than when among us 

children of Gd. 
There were at this time in the neighbourhood 
ſeveral local Preachers: but they had: more places 
to, preach. at on a Sabhath · day than they cauld pol 
ſibly ſupply. One af them, (Thomas Randall) came 
to me and ſaid, + The people are ſtarving for want 
of bread: and. can you, with-hold it from them ? 
The Lord has put it into your hand; but you are 
not a good. ſte ward: otherwiſe you, would diſpenſe 
to all, their portion of meat in due ſeaſon.“ His 
words made a deep impreſſion on my mind; for, 
before this, I had a conviction that it was my duty 
to call ſinners to repentance. And though I put 
him off for the preſent, yet I could not ſhake off a 
continual fear, leſt I was burying my talent in the 
earth; and. eech condemned. at baſk, as an un- 
profitable e. 3! Haba 42 


; 5 3 

She dine after; preaching had been porch 
at u neighbouring place; and no Preacher was at 
liberty to go. Word was ſent to me, that if 1 did 
not go, che people would be diſappointed 1 "I 
then it a ſtrait, and knew not what to uo. pra 

for direktion, and then came to this reſolution, «FP 
will go this once; and ſee whether 1 am erabled 
to ſpeak to the people or not; ſo ſhall I be better 
ſatisfied either to Tpeak again, or to be ſilent.“ Ac- 
cordingly 1 toe my horſe and ſet out With a 
trembling heart. When I came to the place there 
were more people than the houſe would contain: 
chis obliged me to preach in che open air? Men 1 
ſtood up it was with much fear and trembling, 
However I. gave out a hymn, and went to prayer, 
wherein I found unexpected liberty. I then read 
Ads iii. 19, Nepent Ye, therefore; and be converted, 
ria your” fins may be Hotted but, ven the times! of 


refreſhing Rall come from "the preferte of the” Tord.' 


The Lord ſet both wy heart and tongue at Hberty, 
to declare his word. The people heard not only 
wich great attention; but ſhowers of tears ran down 
many checks. The good impreſſions then made were 
not only deep, but laſting: for When I was in 
Cornwall, in July 1775, ſome well remembered what 
they hed heard between tiny and Penang years 
before. © Lt act tf 

# After this 1 labs eee we? a local 
Preacher. And though my abilities were not 
large, yet Cod gave me favour in the eyes of the 
people: and it pleaſed him to make the plain 
words I ſpoke, a bleſſing to many ſouls. 


About 


1 — 6 


of it. 


— 


4x 
About this time, I had, a, remarkable. dream, I 
thought, I was in the pariſh, church, and law a 


large congregation attending the Miniſter, while he 


Was perverting the word of God. When he had 
done, I thought, he game to me with a diſhiof meat 
in his hand, and told me, that was, appointed, ſor 
me; but he intended to keep it for the ſervice of 
Satan. When we came out of the church, I 
thought Satan joined him and his congregation, 
and all went off together to a revel; except myſelf 

and another, who went a different, way, As- we 
wept along I thought a flood of water came pouring 
after us; but we ran with all ſpeed: and though 
at times it reached our e yet at laſt we got Fear 


L thought 785 Was 1 es 8 the, Sonde 
raft out of his mouth after the woman ;, that he\might 
cauſe ſer to be carried away of the, flood. When e 
ers. got about;a mile from the church, I. thought 
a high wall ſtood in yr way, over, which we muſt 
go, I looked up, and thought I ſaw Mr. M. (a 
gonveſted Clergyman) who had ſurmounted that 

iflicylty,, I, called to him ſaying, I am: afraid we 

Vall not be. able: to get up; he anſwered, ſtrive a 


lutle,and, you. will get up ſoon! We took his ad- 


view, and after, ſtriuing a ſhort, time, we got up 
and travelled on together. I then began to 
gomplain of the harrenneſs of the countiy;, Mr. M. 
1aid, ygu mult not complain; for thighs the wil- 
derne ſs that leads to the holy land. Aſter awhile; 
we came to a placg where we aſcended by. ſteps : l 
allowed; MM. and my companion came after. 

of Mr. 


* 


Mr. M. ſeeing a perſon at fome diſtance, turned to 
me ſaying; whois that? I faid it is Chriſt; and 
thought, this is the moumt where he Was tranſ- 
fgured. He then came to us in ſhining garments, 
und embraced ub, and told us we muſt go back and 
tarry tin death? 1 fund an unwillingneſs to do 
this: 1 could ſay, it is good to be here: my ſoul 
was exceeding happy, and when I awoke, I found 
che ſame ſweet impreſſion remaining on my mind.” 
At this time the world began to ſmile on me. 
whotng with thy Mother, my board coſt me nothing: 
1 got money faſt at my buſineſs: and had a rich 
Uncle WhO appeared to have a great regard forme: 
1 had a good horſe to ride wherever I pleaſed, 
and was happy in the midſt of my chriſtian Friends. 
L alſo built me a hiouſe in the pariſh'of St. Mewan, 
in order to fix my tabernacle there 

Juſt then I received # letter from Mr. Weſley, 
enguiring if I was willing to be 2 travelling 
| Preacher?” And if I was, deſiring me to go into 
e Weſt" of Cormwall.” I wrote back my objec- 
tions 1. That my aged Mother deſired I would not 
ve her: a. That not only my Relations, but my 
chriſtian Friends ere utiwilling'to part with mé: 
_ and g. That though I might be of ſome uſe among 
my neighbours, yet my*abilitics were not equal to 
ſo great # Work. Mr. Weſley fully anſwered all 

my obhections. 1 ſaw the things of this world, 
A not worthy to be compared with the things of 
God: and though my Mother defited my company, 
me was not dependent on me; neither could 1 find 
ny material reaſon Why 'I'Thould not travel. 80 
118 8 - after 
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alter a ſhort ſtruggle in my mind, I reſolved to give 


up alt for Chriſt : and, accordingly, October 12, 
1754, 1 took my horſe, and without delay, went 
into the Welt of Cornwall. Here I laboured till 
Auguſt 1755, with much fatisfation ; and, I o_ 
the word Was a blefling to many. 

When the Preachers who were appointed for 
Cornwall the enſuing year tame, I leſt the county 
and laboured about ſix weeks in Devonſhire. From 
thence I rode to Briſtol, where I ſpent a few weeks 
very agrecably. Then'I ſet off for London, where 
(through mercy,) 1 fafely arrived on the goth of 
October 1735. Here I received much benefit 
from the ſerious, loving converſation of our chriſ- 
tian Friends: T alſo found a great bleſſing in diſ- 
penſing the word. But my ſtay here was very ſhort; 
for, in about a fortnight, I ſet off for Norwick > 
when J came within fight of the city, I wept over 
it, and lifted up my heart to God in prayer, that 


He might bleſs my labours in that place. I believe 


the Lox heard, and anſwered my prayer; for, 
though * we wete much perſecuted, he was pleaſed 


to Bleſs the word of his grace to many ſouls. 


I left Norwich on the 8th of February 1736, and 
came to London on the 13th. Here, 1 again found 
a refuge from the ſtorm. After ſpending three 
months very comfortably in and near London, 1 
{et off for Canterbury, where I met with a few 
friends who were Iſrachtes indeed! in whoſe con- 


- verſation I found great ſatisfaction. Oh what a 
bleſſing i it is to be with thofe who are truly devoted 


to God! I ſpent en ſix YI here, and at 
| 6) Dover, 


£ | 
' 


fu} 


Dover, Sandwich and a few other 3 with 
great pleaſure and profit to my own ſoul; and I 
hope many others were proſited by my, labours, 
The 10th of July, I returned to London again, 
where ſtayed about three weeks, and on the 2d of 
Auguſt ſet off for Portſmouth, where I arrived ſafe 
on the gd. After ſpending ſix days here, I croſſed 
over to the Iſle of Wight, where I found a few 
diſciples at Newport, who had made choice of God 
for their portion: eſpecially three in one houſe; 
one of whom had been confined to her bed for 
Tome. years, but, happy, in God, and waiting for her 
diſſolution, Oh how much better is it to dwell in 
the cottage of Fanny Bevas with Chriſt, than to 
dell in the palace of Alexander or Nero, without 
him! After ſpending. two nights in the Iſland, I 
returned to Portſmouth; and on the 1gth took horſe 
| early 1 in the morning, Wa came to London the ſame 
+ evening. 
After ſpending a few days here, Mr. Olivers and 
I ſet off together for the Briſtol Conference, where 
we arrived ſafe on the 21ſt. At this Conference 
we were appointed to labour in Ireland: but were 
_ obliged to wait till the 15th of September fora ſhip ; 
then we, and three pther Preachers, embarked with 
Captain Davis, and after a rough paſſage of four 
days, landed ſafe at Robinſon's-Cove, This year I 
had trials, and conſolations, and I hope ſome ſmall 
Juccels i in my feeble labours. 
The 19th of July 1757, J embarked at Dublin, | 
and landed at Park-Gate on the 20th. After ſpend- 
ing a few days at Cheſter, I ſet off for the Conſe- 
rence at London, Fre rom (one; I ſet off for White- 
= haven, 


1 *$ 3 


Kaden, where T arrived ſafe on the giſt of Auguſt: 


here the Lord bleſt me greatly both in my labours 
and in my own ſoul: many ſinners were convinced 
and converted, and the Society was much in- 
creaſed, Here I met with Benjamin Bigg, who 
travelled with me three or four years. He was a 
favourite ſervant of the old Sir James Lowther, 
and was the only perſon in the room when his 
maſter died. Sir William, the next heir to Sir 
James, left my friend fifty pounds a Tu for 10 
which he ſpent in doing good. | 

The 2oth' of April 1738, I embarked with my 
companion for Liverpool; but the Captain of the 
veſſel deceived his paſſengers, and carried us all to 


the Ile of Man, where we ſtayed a week. The 


ſecond evening, I preached in a large barn ; but on 
Sunday it would not contain the congregation, ſo I 
was obliged to preach abroad. The people in ge- 
neral behaved well, and gave great attention. After 
I left the Iſland, ſome of them ſent to Whitehaven, 
deſiring to have another Preacher. But it was ſome 
years before another was ſent: there being ſo little 
probability of doing any conſiderable good while 
the whole Hand was a neſt of Smugglers. The 
Duke of Athol was then King of the Iſland : but the 
caſe is now altered; for ſince it has been purchaſed 
of the Duke and united to the Crown of England, 
that deteſtable trade is rooted out: a conſiderable 
part of the Ifland' is cultivated : at one part of it, 
a herring fiſhery is eſtabliſhed ; at another, a large 
linen manufa@ory, And now we ſee the fruit of 
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our labourg there 1 1 the converſion of many ſigners | 
to God. 

After we had 3 in he Iland above a ee 
we embarked. again for Liuerpool; from thence we 
haſtened on, and got to Hriſtol e of Auguſt, 
in time for tlie Conference. 

When the Conference, ended, 1 n in the 
Milt ſhire Circuit with great ſatisfaRion till January 
1759. I then received a letter from Mr. Weſley, 
who deſired, me to haſten to Noruich with all ſpeed: 
for he had taken the charge of the late Mr. 
Wheatley's Tabernacle; and peo fe: and a charge 
it Was indeed! for many of Wheatley's dear Lambs 
were little better than Wolves. Some who were 
ſincere among them joined with our Society; ſome 
of, them joined with William Cudworth, the An- 
tinomian and. ſome met with one Elcey Good. 3 
then. clearly aw the dreadful conſequences; which 
attended the doRuine. of ſuch Preachers: their 
hearets were. not converted to God, and their 
lives were à ſcandal to the goſpel of Chriſt. What 
ſrom out ward perſecutions and the irregular lives of 
profeſſors, I met with many trials the three months 
L ſtayed there; yet the Lord was my ſupport, and 
before I | left them, things appeared to wear a 
brighter aſpect. Many of the triflers had left us, 
and. others had joined in their ſtead: and in 825 
neral we had a ſerious congregation. 

I ſtayed at Norwich from the goth il a 
the beginning of May, and on the 4th, I went to 

Colahefter, where I ſtayed a few months, and came 
| back to. London on the 3th of November, This 


was 
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was like putting into harbour after a fevere ſtorm. 
But alas! here we have no continuing city. Oh 
that we may ſeek one to come, whoſe builder and 
maker is God! 

December 11th, I left "<a e came to 
en on the 12th, and laboured near three 
months in the Kent Circuit, with much fatisfaftion; 
Juſt as I was going to leave that city, a widow 
Gentlewoman of confiderable fortune made her 
caſe known to Mr. Lepine, and told him the ſhould 
be-very glad if I would call and take a breakfaſt 
with her. Mr. Lepine brought the meſſage, and 
accordingly I called on her, and we had fome con- 
verfation together on a ſubject of a very ſerious 
nature: and though I intended to alter my ſtate, if 
I could meet with a ſuitable companion, yet, on 


* mature” deliberation, I found ſhe was not the perſon 


with whom 1 could be happy. My chief reaſon 
was, a fear that ſhe was not devoted to God. 

On the 28th of February 1760, I returned to 
London again. I found it once more a place of reſt; 
for here I had only to preach night and morning, 
without taking charge of the Society. Here were alſo 
many helps to bring us forward in our ſpiritual 
Journey. Here I could Hive and die: but thy will 
be done. 

I left London in April and on the 26th, I nen 
at Bedford. While I ſtayed here, I had a ſevere 
fever, which I hope was a profitable ſchool; I 
could ſay it was good for me that I was afflicted. 
The Apothecary poured in his drugs; but I was 
met burnt up with thirſt, and wanted a good 
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draught of water, which I could not obtain, till one 
night after moſt of the family were in bed, I prevailed 
with the ſervant girl to ſet a bottle by my bedſide. 
I took a hearty draught and fell into a ſweat, and 
19 the next evening (chrought —_— I was able 
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Nr the 28th cf May 1 ad to Tandon again, 


and through a kind Providence got acquainted with 
Mrs. Elizabeth Berrisford, whom I viſited ſeveral 
times while I ſtayed in town. And I, hope our 
viſits, were: profitable : we allen parted en 
prayer. 71 

In Auguſt, Mr. WE Mr. e 2d J. bet 
off for Briſtol. Having been abſent from my friends 
above five years, I had a deſire to pay them a viſit: 
ſo after the Conference; I went with Mr. Weſley 
to Cornwall. After I had ſpent a little time at 
home, I continued to labour i in the Eaſt of Corn- 
wall with much ſatisfaRtion till F ebruary 1761. 
g 1 then received a letter from Mr. Weſley, deſir- 
ing me to haſten away to my old Ration at Norwic i. 
So I had a journey to take of between three and 
four hundred miles in the dead of winter. How- 
ever, I ſet of and reached Norwich the 14th of 
March. Here I continued till Auguſt, and laboured 
with more ſatisfaction, and more ſucceſs than I had 
the year beſore. 
Aſter our Conference I went into Suſſex, where 
| I met with a young Clergyman whom God had 
called out of darkneſs i into his marvellous light. But 
as there is no communion between light and dark- 
. his Rector Joon differed with him, He then 


joined 


t 1 


joined the Methodiſts, and ſince that time has la- 


boured as a faithful ſervant in his maſter's vineyard. 
November the gth, I came back to London, and 


continued in town four months. On the 11th of 


February 1762, (after near two years acquaintanee) 
I was married to Mrs. Elizabeth Berrisford. She 
has proved a faithful companion, and travelled with 
me through a great part of this kingdom, and has 
rather been a ſpur than a hinderance to me in the 
work of the miniſtry, | Lord, reward her a thou- 
ſand ſold in her own boſom ! 

On the 1oth of April we ſet off in the Pk for 
Bedford. When we came within a few miles of 
the place, one of the horſes dropped down and died 
in a few minutes. How uncertain is life, either in 
man or beaſt! While we were in thofe parts, I 
viſited Towceſter,' Whntilebury; and fome other places, 
and found a bleſſing among oe: 1 * honeft. 


| hearted people. 


We returned to ebe agb Um es en | 
May, where we ſtayed about fix weeks, and then 
ſet off once more for Norwich, where we arrived 
ſafe on the 19th of June. Here, I generally 
- preached; twice, ſometimes thrice a day; befide 
meeting the Society, viſiting the ſick, &c. But, 
Lord, what haſt thou done to ſave rr f nn 
haſt thou done to ſave me 
We ſtayed at Norwich above four months, 2 
e to London on the gd of November. The 
-49th\weiſct off again to viſit our Friends in Oæſord 
and in Buckinglamſſiire, and the Lord was very 
cen to me in this journey. On Tueſday, De- 
2 | cember . 
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cember the yth, is was going from High-IW:- 
combe to Epſtone, I called at a farm-houſe to enquire 
the road; the maſtreſs who directed me, went in 
and told the family there Was a Methodiſt Preacher 
gone to Mrs. Clark's. - The maſter of the houſe, 
with his ſon and daughter, the man, and maid fer- 
vant, in a ſhort time ſet off to hear the Preacher. On 

the road, the maſter ſaid, if the man does not ſpeak 
good ſenſe, I will confound him before the people. 
When they came into the houſe they could not ſit 
together for laughing. I preached on Rom. viii. , 
Naw, i an man have not te Spirit of Chriſt, he is 
none f kts.) The Lord was pleaſed to ſend the word 
with power to all their hearts. Their laughing was 
turned into mourning, and their joy into heavi- 
ncfs; ſo they returned home with broken and con- 
trite hearts. Some time after, when the maſter was 
on his death bed, he ſent for a Preacher to pray 
with him, and I hope he is now in paradiſe. After- 
wards Mrs. Clark had preaching at her houſe, and 
I believe it continues there to this day. Lord, let 
them all be found 12 re e eee * 


of accounts!» |! 


On Decanber 1zth, 9s A again, 
| pa we. continued till the 5th of March 1763. 
We then ſet of for Canterbury. I was much bleſt 
in my own ſoul the two months I ſtayetd in this 
Circuit; and I hope the Lord made his word a bleſ- 
ſing to many. On the ft of April, being Good- 
Friday, I preached) on John xix. f, Behold the 
Man My heart was melted down with love to my 
Redeemer, ho had ſuffered death upon the croſs 
S — for 
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for our redemption: L Was exceeding happy in my 
own; ſoul; and I believe many found a remarkable 
bleſſing that evening. The next night, being Eaſters 
Eve; I dreamt I ſaw Chriſt on the, croſs, and the 
wound of the ſpear in, his breaſt :; to which wound 
I ſaw. one fly. ſor conſolation. I then thought 
he came down from the croſs. and. ſtood on the 


ground, with his ſervant. Moſes on his left hand. L 


then began to examine myſelf whether I was fin- 
cere or not, and thought I could appeal to him, 
that it was my deſire to do his will. Let I Was 
conſcious. that if he was to mark iniquity, he could 
find cauſe enough to condemn me. I then thought L 
went towards him weeping, and conſeſſing my ling, 
As I went forward begging. for mercy, I thought 
his. merciful; eye. overlooked, them all. When 
I was come naar, he bid ma Rretch oup my right- 
band, which. 1 immediately did. He, then took 
hold of it and kiſſed, it; at which I found great 
conſolation in my ſoul. As I had reaſon to believe 
this Was from Gad. > eee Ons 
Mines. 

The 4th of May we ag to 8 W 8 


ve ſtayed two months, and then ſet off for, Norwich 


again, and arrived ſafe. the ad of uh. Here 
1 continued in my old ſtation till the giſt of Octo- 
ber, and the Lord bleſt my labours with a meaſure 
of ſucceſs. On the 2d, of November we came to 
London once more, where we continued till the, 
2th of February 1764, Then we ſet. off again, and, 


on Friday the 29th, came to Saliſlury. The Lord, 


was very gracious to me in this journey. On, 
| Sunday 


— * ] 
Sunday the 12th, 1 preached in the vetiing from 
Hoſea ii, 16, 'Thon halt cal! me Iſti. The Lord 
bleſt' the word to many : one young man in parti- 
cular, was then juſtified, and ever ſince has been 
an ornament to his profeſſion,” OO 
On Wedneſday the 15th, we arrived ſafe at Briftol, 
where 1 laboured with much ſatisfaction above five 
months. Here the people are eſtabliſhed in reli- 
gion, and many of them much devoted to God. 
Our Conference this year was in this city, in the 
beginning of Auguſt: after which, Mr. Weſley had 
propoſed to viſit the Societies in Devonſtire and 
Cornwall: but having à ſudden call to London, he 
deſired me to ſupply his place. This I did wil- 
lingly; and the more ſo, as my Wife had never ſeen 
my Relations. Accordingly, I ſet off on Monday 
| "on e and preached at TZimpſom that night. 
Tueſday che 14th, I preacheèd at Taunton, and on 
| Wedndſtay the 15th, at Collumpton. Here 1 met my 

old friend Mr. William Roberts: what pity that a 
man of ſuch eminent abilities ſhould he confined 


to ſo narrow a ſphere! On Thurſday 16th, I _ 


preached at Exeter. On Friday the 17th, we met ſe- 
veral of our friends on the road who came from Ply- 
_ monuth-Dock, expecting to meet Mr. Weſley. They 
returned with us, and as ſoon as I came to Dock, I 
went immediately to the preaching-houſe, which was 
quite full of people, and though they were diſap- 
pointed in the Inſtrument, our Lord did not diſap- 
point us: for he crowned our aſſembly with his pre- 
ſence. I preached again on Saturday i 8th, and twice 
| ntl next Au Here I met with John Trembath, 

£ | once 
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once an eminent Preacher, and an inſtrument for 
good to thouſands: but now miſerable in his own 
mind, and, I fear, a flave to fin! Oh, how are the 
mighty fallen, and the weapons of war periſhed ! 
Shall he, after preaching to. others, become a caſt- 
away himſelf? Rather let him once more awake, 
and ſtrive to ſave his own ſoul with thoſe who have 
heard him ! 

After morning preaching on Monday the 2oth, 
we ſet off, croſſed Saltaſi-Paſſage, and went on to 
John Bunt's, near Leſtard, where we lodged that 
night, Tueſday the 21ſt, we arrived fafe at St. 
Auſtle, where we were met by my Mother, and 
Uncle; who were glad to ſee me and their new 
Relation. After preaching, we went home with my 
Mother, where I left my Wife the next day, and ſet 
off to ſupply thoſe places where Mr. Weſley was ex- 
peed. The congregations were very large in moſt 
places. I rejoiced to fee many of my old acquain- 
tances ſtill travelling in the road to Sion, and found 
ſweet communion with God in this journey. 

' Wedneſday September 12th, I returned home, 
and after viſiting a few ſocieties in the neighbour- 
hood, we took our leave of our Friends. Oh that 
we may all meet on the mount of God, where pain 


| wad parting ſhall be no more ! 


Monday the 17th, we ſet off for Port- 40 and 
after viſiting the Societies on the Weſtern Coaſt, we 
came to Briſtol on Thurſday the 27th, where we ſtayed 
a few days: and on Monday October 1ſt, we ſet off 
again, and arrived fafe in London on Thurſday the 
11th. We ſpent about three months in town; but 


110 
this is not our reſting place: -ord bring us fafe at 
Laſt, where the weary are atreſt! 

On Tueſday January 15, 1765, we ſet off for 
Let, viliting the Societies as we went along. On 
Thurſday" 24th, we came to Sheffield, where Mr. 
Weſley defired me to Tay a few-weeks, in order to 
ill the mob, if it was poſſible. I hope my ſtay 
here was of uſe, as the 5 was ncaa 
abated before 1 werit away. J 
March Sth, we came to Leeds. I laboured in 
this Circuit with much ſatisfaction for five months. 
It being a remarkable dry ſummer; the paſtures 
were almoſt burnt up, and the cattle ready to periſh 
for want. I appointed Friday, Auguſt 2d, for a day 
of faſting and prayer, by the Societies of that Cir- 
cuit. We met at five o' clock i in the morning, again 
At eight, at one, and at ſeven in the evening. When 
we came out from prayer at eight o'clock in the 
Morning, our gracious Father ſent a few: gentle 


| drops on the earth. At one o'clock we met again, 


and I ex pounded Deuteronomy xi. 13, and the 


following verſes. When we came out we had a- 
gentle ſhower, After the evening ſervice, the hea- 


vens grew black with clouds, and when we got up 
the inext morning, the earth Was greatly refreſhed 
with rain, which continued to fall upon it. This 
proved” a bleſfing to many ſouls, when they ſaw 
duch a remarkable anſwer to prayer. Elijah fent 
His ſervant ſeven times before the rain came; but 
the Lord was pleaſed to anſwer us on the ſecond 


time. Whenever 1 think of that day, my heart 


melis With n to God, for Bis great conde- 
ſcenſion 
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ſcenſion in anſwering the prayers of his ſeeble 
and unworthy children. 


Monday the 19th, we ſet off for the Mancheſter 
Conference, When it ended, we returned to Bir- 


ftal; and laboured very agreeably that year with 
Mr. Pawſon and Greenwood: and the more fo, 


as the Lord bleſt our labours. 

This year there was a greater fall of ſnow in 
Yorkſhire, than had been known in the memory of 
man. It began on Tueſday, February the 11th, and 
continued till Friday the 14th. I was confined at 


Huddersfield all this time: when it ceaſed, I attempted 


to return to Birſtal; but when I came about half 
way, going up Murfield-Moor, I could not find the 
cauſeway. The ſnow was ſo deep that it reached 
above my knees. The horſe could not walk; but was 


forced to plunge, and was ready to fall upon me. 1 


then thought I ſhould be buried in the ſnow. Being 
quite ſpent, and ſeeing a few cottages at a diſtance, 
1 called for help. A man opened his door, 'and 


looked on me awhile, then turned in again, 'and 


ſhut his door after him; and left me in that fituation, 
Not being able to go on, I continued to call for 


help: at laſt two young men came out of another 


cottage, who knew where the cauſeway lay. One 
of them led my horſe, and I followed after. I was 
glad to give them a ſhilling to take me up to the 
top of the moor. I had two or three guides-after 
that, and at laſt, through a kind Providence, I got 
to Gumerſal, within a mile of Birſtal: but the 
narrow lanes being filled with ſnow, I could go no 
farther, At laſt I got to Mr. Rhodes's houſe, who 
517411505 C took 
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took care both of man and beaſt. When I got up 
the next morning, I ſaw the neighbours carrying 
home a dead perſon. He was a ſtrong man, and had 
not walked much above half a mile; and was but 
little above a ſtone's caſt from his own houſe, Good 
Lord, hitherto thou haſt preſerved me, for which 

I defire to return thee my unfeigned thanks! 
Tueſday, Auguſt the 12th, we came to the Con- 
ference at Leeds, and from thence to London, where 
we arrived ſafe on Friday the 29th. On Sunday 
the gift, I preached in Moorfeelds to a very large 
congregation, and the Lord was preſent with us 
indeed. The latter end of this your I en in and 
near London. 

Friday, April 3, 1767, by defire of the Counteſs 
of Huntingdon, I ſet off for Brighthelmſtone, where 
J continued three weeks, While I was here, I re- 
ceived a letter which gave me an account of my 
Mother's death, who died calling upon the Lord. 
She had known the Lord about nineteen or twenty 
years, and had adorned the goſpel from the time of 
her converſion. As ſhe had always been a very 

kind Mother, but more eſpecially ſo ever ſince ſhe 
had known the grace of God, I was concerned for 
the loſs of ſuch a Parent; but, on the other hand, 
when I conſidered that ſhe was gone to her reward, 
found great joy and thank fulneſs. May her chil- 
dren continue to tread in her ſteps, that we may 
rejdice together before the throne to all eternity! 
On Wedneſday ther agth, we returned to London; 
my ſtay was ſhort here; for, in about a fortnight, 
ee viitat: Colchefter,, where we 
continued 
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continued about fix weeks, and then returned 
to London again. 

On Friday the 24th, I ſet off in the ſtage coach 
for Cornwall, to ſettle ſome temporal affairs, which 
I compleated, and returned again to the Conference. 

From hence I went into the Briſtol Circuit, where 
we had a remarkable increaſe of the work of God; 
eſpecially at Kingſwood; I added above a hundred 
and ſixty members to that ſingle Society; moſt of 
whom found peace with God, When God teacheth, 
there is no delay in learning. It was aſtoniſhing to 
hear the poor Colliers in prayer! They prayed 
with ſuch ſimplicity and fervour, as was enough to 
melt a heart of ſtone. Children alſo were frequently 
heard crying to the Lord to convert their parents, 
that they might not go down: with grey hairs and 
ſorrow to the grave! And thirteen or fourteen 
children at the ſchool were enabled to rejoice in 
God: their Saviour, But which - of theſe will 
endure to the end? | 

- Tueſday, Auguſt 165 1766, ae began 
in Briſtol. When it was over we ſet off for London, 
in company with our friends Mr. and Mrs. Green, 
who ſtayed in town with us above a werk. This 
year I laboured in and about London, with much 
ſatis faction to my own! mind, and I hope, with 
ſome degree of uſefulneſs to others. 

Friday, Feb. 10, 1769, after preaching at our 


chapel in Weſt- Street, Miſs Lee (of Wolverhampton,) 


told me, that near five years ago, ſhe heard me 


| * at Briſtol, when the Lord was pleaſed to ſend 
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the word with power to her heart. From that time 
the never reſted till ſhe had found peace with God. 
She ſaid, ſhe was then ſpoiled for good company, as 
the world calls it! Her Mother, and Friends at 
firſt thought ſhe was going mad; but after awhile, 
her Mother became nearly as mad as herſelf; for - 
ſhe alſo began to cry for mercy, and to attend the 
_ preaching of the word at every opportunity. May 
they both endure to the end that they may be ſaved ! 

Wedneſday, April 19, Mr. Charles Greenwood 
invited me to a feaſt, provided for the poor, the 
maimed, the halt, and the blind. After dinner, I 
ſung a hymn, gave an exhortation, and went to 
prayer. The poor ſeemed much affected, and were 
thankful for food and advice, as well as for the 
money Mr. Greenwood gave them. Oh that all 
who have it in their power would follow his ex- 
ample ! that when the Redeemer ſhall appear on 
his great white throne, he may ſay unto them alſo, 
was hungry and ye gave me mcat; I was thirſty 
and ye gave me drink; I was naked and ye cloathed 
me: there ſore, come, ye bleſſed of my Father, in- 
herit the kingdom prepared for 600 from n _ 
dation of the world. ; 

Monday -27, after ae at "Fo 0 lock i in the 
morning at Brentford, one of our Friends took me 
in his boat up the river, as far as Richmond. As I 
ſaw the fiſhermen draw their net to ſhore, who after 
toiling all night, had caught nothing, I cried out, 
bleſſed Jeſus give me more ſucceſs, as a fiſher of 
men! Do thou always _—_ on the * and di- 
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re& me to caſt the net on the right fide, that I may 


encloſe a multitude: for thyſelf! ___ 

The houſes; and gardens on each fide the river, 
appeared pleaſantly ſituated, and at the top of Rich- 
mond hill; we had a very, fine proſpect. But I ob- 
ſerved here and there, a hatchment hung out, as 
a token of mortality! Oh cruel death! can- 
not the rich, the mighty, the honourable inha- 


ditants of theſe ſtately manſions forbid thy entrance, 


or eſcape thy dart! May Lhave a building of God, 
a houſe, not made with hands, eternal inthe heavens! 

Wedneſday, June 7, I read ſome of Dr. Richard 
Lucas's ſermons on death, judgment, and a future 


ſtate; and found it profitable to confider myſelf 


ſtanding at the bar of God, ſurrounded with diſ- 


ſolving nature! the world flaming! the trumpets 


ſounding! armies of angels attending! rocks and 


mountains falling! lightnings flaſhing! thunders 


rolling! devils howling! and the judge fitting on 
his great white throne ! Lord! create in me a clean 
heart, and renew a right ſpirit within me, that 1 
may be fully prepared for that great day!! 

Tueſday, 20, I preached at the Foundry; to a large 
congregation, many of whom appeared to be deeply 
affected: the Lord allo greatly bleſt my own ſoul. 
I preached again at five 'o'clook' the next morning; 


after which; L was much afflicted With pain in my 


breaſt, and ſpitting of blood. I believe the cauſe 
Was, preaching conſtantly twice a day, ' beſides 


meeting the Societies, and viſiting the fick. In ſuchi 


cãſes am oſten at a loſs: to know the will of God. 
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dently throw / my {life away. But if I muſt err, let 
it be on the ſafe fide! Whatever I ſuffer, the few 
days 1 remain on earth, let — 
among the ſlothful ſervants! 16 
Saturday, July es, e forthe Mon, 
and lodged at Heri ford that might. The next day 1 
heard à ſermon at church; but 1 heard mot one 
word either of God, or Chriſt, or death, or judg- 
ment, or heaven or hell. H this is the goſpel that 
pooplechęar, hat wonder that ſo many of them are 
| e eee eme 4 aro 
"inthe world. 4 9 * 
After ae ie nahe n. we came 
to Leed on Saturday the a9th. Our Conference 
bogan here, Tueſday, Auguſt the 1ſt. The Lord was 
with us of a nn e v hn nnen 
en wee een 40 eren ! Deb eco! 
__ *»2DTuefday Ae Ech, we let aff for — 
| S , through a kind Providence, we ar- 
Tivediſaſe:on Thurſday dhe 10th. After ſpending a 
week in touin, I ſet ff for the country Circuit. 
Saturday the 9th, as I was going to the preach- 
ing houſe in Sunderlund, I ſaw a poor drunkard fo 
much mtoxicated, that he could not walk alone: 
he had literally been allowing dike a ſow in the 
Aoor, and as he was attempting to go down a pair 
Ae ſtone ſtairs, (for e dived in = cellar,) he fell, 
nad fractured his ſkull: he lay ſiæ hours after, but 
mewer ſpoke another word; and in this condition 
went to appear before a holy Cd l 
* . Sunday, 
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Sunday, January 1, 1770, after the evening 
preaching, I had ſome converſation with Mr. 
Robert Daviſon, of Biſhop-Waremouth near Sunder- 
lanil, who gave me the following account: 

About twelve years ſince I had a vellel in the 
lane and want Captain in hor myſelf. As 
WE were taking in our coals at the mouth of 
Sunderland river, there aroſe a violent ſtorm, and 
droue the ſhip.off to ſea. It continued blowing for 
many days, which prevented us from returning. 
One night I loft the ſhip. to the care of the Mate, 
and went to take a little reſt, As ſoon as 1 had 


put out my candle, I aw my Wife's two- Siſters 


come into the room With lights in their hands, who 
firſt converſed with me, then with each ↄther, in 
a ſtrange language: then my Wife's Brother came 
to my tbediide, and ſaid, Bobby ! how do you do 
Bobby ?!? offered t0:ſhake hands with him, but 
he drew back: then they put out their lights and 
Aancod, and told me I muſt go withthem. Lcried 
aut, Lord, muſt Ldie, and am I no better ꝓrepared ? 
then lighted my candle and Went. on deck, while 
they wont up before me. On looking, I faw aboat 


along de the ſhip : and on a dudden a guſt of 


wind blew the ſhip almoſt on her ide» the cargo 
hifted below, and we thought we ſhould go to 
athe bottom every moment. Then the men went 
and ſhifted the coals back again, and brought the 
afhip-- upright, and let her drive before the W²nd. 
n no more of the appaitiqns that night. 
Phe next morning the form abated à little, 
ut 8 it came on again very violently. 
Bel. * 
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Being much tired, I went to lie down, but I could 
not ſleep, I roſe again, and as I was coming 
through the cabin I ſaw. a light, and the appear- 
ance of a grave old man, with three very ſmall, but 
beautiful females. I then ſaw a fiſh come from 
under an old ſail which lay in the cabin, and the 
appcarance of a hand with Aa, cutlaſs in it, which 
gave a ſtroke at the fiſh, and cut off a piece of it. 

The hand then diſappeared, and one of the little 
females put the end of a reed (which ſhe had in 
her Hand;) to the wound, and healed it. She then 
ſaid to me, When will you be like one of us? In 
ten days? In fiſteen days? In twenty days 7 
1 Then ſhe left off ſpeaking in the Engliſh tongue, 
3 and ſpoke i in the Dutch language, which I under- 
ſtood very well; and aſked me, When will you 
be like one of us ̃ In twefity· five days p In thirty 
days ? And ſo ent ſor till ſhe came to a hundred: 
0 hen ſhe made a ſtop; turned pale, and expired. 
In a little time ſhe revived, and aſked me 
again in the Dutch language, When will you be 
like one of us? In a hundred and five days ? And 
ſſo on till ſhe came to a hundred and thirty. Then 
ſhe turned pale and ſeemed ta expire a ſecond time, 
but ſoon revived; again. Then the grave old man 
_ took a trumpet and ſpoke to the ſiſh, ſaying, come 
for him in a hundred and thirty days: and for his 
WMife at ſuch a time, and ſeveral others, mention- 
ing to the fiſn the number of days when he was to 
come for each pexſon. Then the little female 
told me to ſit down, Which 1 did: this Was the 
_ -gnlything in which I obeyed her. She then 

20 g | aſked 
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aſked me if I would ſee my Wife? And imme- 
diately ſhe appeared in a ſuit of mourning, which 


1 ſuppoſed was intended to be for me, when the 


hundred and thirty days were ended. I held out 
my hand to my Wife, but ſhe ſhrunk back. Then 
the fiſh went in under the old ſail, all the others 


diſappeared, and the light went out. 


“After that, the ſpirits were with me almoſt 
every night while I was at ſea, I knew not whe- 
ther they were good or evil, till I began to pray; 
at which, they ſeemed much diſpleaſed. The 
ſtorm continued ſeveral days, and drove us away 
to Norway, where we ſold our coals, and took in 
a loading of timber which we brought to England, 
While I was on ſhore I ſaw nothing of the ſpirits. 
When I had diſcharged my timber, I loaded my 
ſhip with coals again, and failed for French Flanders. 
While I' lay there, the hundred and thirty days 
expired; at which time the old man ordered the 
fiſh to come for me, It was a very fine day, in the 
month of February, We faſtened the ſhip in the 
evening and went on board, but at night the wind 
roſe and blew a hurricane, Being in great diſtreſs 
of mind, I poured out my ſoul to God in prayer. 
I then thought, if I was ever troubled with the 
ſpirits again, I would ſpeak to them; for I had 
heard that ſome had been delivered by that means. 
And from that time I was delivered from my fear, - 
and ſo lay down in my bed, Soon after the ſpirits 
came and made a dreadful noiſe by my bedſide. 
I'then-ſaid, in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, whom 1 
ſerve, what do you want? The ſpirits made no 


reply; 
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reply ; but beat a/ drum to arms. I ſaid, if you 
are for battle, I will Gght you; and took the bible 
in my hand: the ſound of the drum then appeared 
further off, till at laſt I heard it no more. Then IL 
ſaw a glorious light which ſhone on my breaſt as I 
lay in bed, and a bird aſcending and deſcending in 
_ - the midſt of it. At this I felt my heart warm, and 
all my fin. and condemnation removed. Preſently 
I heard a voice ſay, now we have done this for 
him, what ſhall he drink? One ſaid, ale; a ſecond 
ſaid, beer; and a third ſaid, water: each repeating 
it oyer and over again; till he that ſaid ale, ceaſed; 
then he that ſaid beer, ceaſed: but the third conti- 
nued ſome time ſaying, water, water, water: from 
which I inſerred, it was my duty to drink water, as 5 
drinking had been my beſetting fin. Since that 
time I have drunk neither ale nor beer. 
When I came home, I went to hear the Me- 
thadifts, The firſt I heard was Mr. Cownley,. 
whom; I thought told me all that I ever did. L 
then joined the Sgeisty, and walked comfortably 
with God for ſome; time, till fome of my old 
companions came to ſee me, with whom I drank 
a little punch; and! ſoon, after I was like a man 
poſſeſſod. In this diſtreſs I continued for ſeveral 
hours, crying to the Lord for mercy. The Lord 
both heard and anſwered me, and ſet my ſoul at 
liberty. Since that time I have enjoyed much 
communion with God.“ 85 T 
This account I had from Mr. D's..own mouth F: 
and as he was a very conſcientious man at the time 


1 


* —_— bd id \ 4 of "* Þ — = _—_—y 8 
* _ 


L 35 J 


he gave me this relation, I am certain he would on 
no account tell me a lie, He is ſince dead, and I 
believe is gone to glory. 

Monday, July the 2d, we took leave of our 
friends at Newcaſtle, and viſited the Societies from 
thence to London, where we arrived ſafe on Mon- 
day the goth. | 

Tueſday, Auguſt 7, 1770, our Conference begun, 

and continued till Friday the 1oth, with much har- 
mony and love. This year I laboured in and about 
London with much ſatisfaction to myſelf, and I hope 
with ſome degree of uſefulneſs to others, 
- Wedneſday, July 24, 1771, we left London. I 
preached at Brentford that evening, and after viſit- 
ing the Societies on the road, we arrived ſafe at 
Briſtol, where our Conference began, Tueſday, Au- 
guſt the 6th. This year Mr. Pawſon and I laboured 
very comfortably together in the ' Briſtol Circuit, 
and J hope with ſome ſucceſs, 

Friday July 3, 1772, we left Briſtol, and came 
ſafe to the Leeds Conference, From hence we ſet 
off for Mancheſter. This year I met with ſome 
heavy trials, not only from the world, but alſo 
from my fellow-labourer, whom I was obliged to 
exclude for improper behaviour, 

At a village called Oldham, about ſeven miles from 


M ancheſter, (a place famous through all that country | 


for daring and deſperate wickedneſs,) we had heavy 


perſecution for a ſeaſon. As T was going to preach 
in the ſtreet one Sabbath-Day, two Conſtables, with 
a great mob at their heels, took me into cuſtody, 


for riotous behaviour, in ſinging about two verſes 


of 


- 


| peace u with God; and that, in a ſhort time, they 
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Ke a 3 as be people were. coming out of 

church. They took me to a public houſe, and kept 
me all night. The Conſtables and their Aſſiſtants 
were: ſoon ſpecial drunk, and began to quarrel 


with each other. From words they ſoon went to 
blows. The houſe where we were, belonged to the 
Clerk of the pariſh, whoſe ſon thinking me ill uſed 
took my part. One of the.Conſtables took him by 
the collar, on which he wreſted the ſtaff out of the 


| druriken Conſtable's hand, & broke his head with it. 


The next day I was taken before a Juſtice, and 
Þdund over to the quarter-ſeſſions. But I traverſed 


and had it tried at the aſſizes; from thence the 


cauſe was ſent back to the quarter-ſeſſions, where 


it was given againſt me. While the jury were de- 


termining to find me guilty, one of them, a plain, 


ſimple countryman, took an opportunity to ſlip 
out of court, - becauſe (as he ſaid afterwards) he 


could not i in conſcience. ſay, that ſinging a hymn, 
with a peaceable multitude, was breeding a riot. 


From the beginning to the end of this affair, my 
ſoul was kept in peace: and, as to my perſecutors, 

1 only wiſhed that they might be turned from 
darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan unto | 
God, that they might receive ſorgiveneſs of ſins 


and. inheritance among them which are I 


by faith that is in Chriſt. 

After I had leſt thoſe parts, 15 Was glad to iter 5 
that the word of God had taken effect among the 
gane df Oldham: that many of them were turned 
from the evil of their ways; that they had ſound 
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built themſelves a chajel where they now peace 
ably aſſemble to worſhip. God in. ſpirit and truth, 
I alſo hear that there is a great re formation i in other 

places in that neighbourhood. Oh Lord! thus let 
thy kingdom come with power, and prevail againſt 
the kingdom of darkneſs in every place. 


Monday, July 19, 1773, we left Mancheſter. I 


preached that evening at Macclesfield, The houſe 


was quite crouded with attentive hearers; I believe 
moſt: of them were much affected, as they were 
either mourning after, or rejoicing in God. 
Tueſday the 20th, we came to Afaborn, in the 
Peak of Derbyſhrre, and not knowing any friends 
in the town, we called at an inn; but I was ſoon 
found out, and deſired to preach in the ſtreet, 
which I immediately did on Romans viii. 13, to a 
very attentive congregation. The landlady of the 
inn, behaved remarkably civil: we then ſet off, 
and I preached that evening at Derby, 

Wedneſday the 21ſt, I preached at Loughborough, 
and on Thurſday the 22d, at five o'clock in the 


morning. At noon I preached at Mountſorrel, and 


in the evening at Leiceſter, I bleſs God, I had a 
preſent: reward in preaching; my own ſoul was 
abundantly. refreſhed while I was ' ſpeaking to 
others. The three following days I ſpent comfort- 
ably with the little Society at Northampton, and on 
Tueſday the 27th, came to London. This year I 
laboured in London with Mr. Bumſted and Mr. 
Atlay. But though I was comfortably ſituated, in 
many reſpects, I was not without various trials. In- 
on ths I have always found that ſweets and bitters, 
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comforts and trials, when blended together, by the 
hand of a wiſe and gracious God, have, not only 
been beſt for me, but abſolutely neceſ/ary in this world 
of danger. And ſo I found it this year. For I hope 
can ſay, all things worked together for good to 
my own ſoul; and that, ſo far from hindering, they 
rather promoted my uſefulneſs among the people. 
And thus I have found it ever ſince, Therefore, 
Oh Lord, not as I will, but as thou wilt! Thou 
knoweſt what is beſt for me at all times and under 
all circumſtances. Make me then the object of thy 
conſtant care, ſo ſhall I be ſafe from danger while 
on earth, and-praiſc thee to all eternity, 

The two following years I laboured in the Brif- 
tab Gireuit, where the Lord was pleaſed to bleſs me 
both in my labours and in my own ſoul; but yet 

not with that degree of ſucceſs which he was 
pleaſed to beſtow on me in the year 1767. 
Sunday, December the 18th, I was deſired to 
preach a funeral ſermon for Mrs. Hall, late Wife 
of Mr. John Hall, of Bedminſter, by whom ſhe 
had ſeveral children. She was a tender Mother, a 
loving and obedient Wiſe, one who conſtantly at- 
tended on the means of grace, and adorned her 
profeſſion, in her life and converſation. 
As the was one day in the market, ſhe was in- 
ſtantly deprived of her ſpeech and of the uſe of 
her. limbs. She was carried into her Brother's 
houſe, where ſhe was viſited by ſeveral of her 
friends. After awhile her ſpeech was reſtored, 
ſo that ſhe was able to declare the goodneſs of God. 
* would not ſpeak about the things of this world; 
but 


Go ©& 


e oF Oo 
, * 


- 


L 39 ] 
but told us, ſhe was happy in the Redeemer's love, 
She lay a few days, and then returned in triumph 
to God. 

Though ſhe was very comely in her life time, 
yet ſhe appeared far more ſo after her death. When 
the ſpirit took its flight, it left the heavenly ſtamp 
on her face, Her Brother (Mr. William Wait,) 
was ſo much affected with the fight, that he could 
ſcarce look on her. She brought to my mind that 
verſe in one of our funeral hymns : 


Ah lovely appearance of death! 
No fight upon earth is ſo fair; 
Not all the gay pageants that breathe 
Can with a dead body compare : 
With ſolemn delight I ſurvey 
The corpſe when the ſpirit is fled, 
* love with the beautiful clay, 
And longing to lie in its ſtead; 

I preached het funeral ſermon the next Sabbath- 
day. The houſe was quite crouded with attentive 
hearers, and our Lord crowned the aſſembly with 
his preſence: we ſhared in the joy of our departed 
friend, and had an anticipation of the celeſtial 


| banquet, ' 


Some tithe after this we began to penn at the 
Lime-kilns, near Briſtol. We went there every Thurſ- 
day night. By this means ſeveral were convinced of 
ſin and converted to God. I joined about twenty of 
them in Society in one night. They were quite in 
earneſt while I continued in thoſe parts, and, I am 
wi 12pEtet continue the ſame to this day, Lord, 
| ä help 
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8 help them to endure to the end, that we may all 
rejoice at thy right-hand, when thou aner in the 
clouds of heaven. | 
This year another friend of mine (Mrs. Eliza- 

beth Roſe,) died, She was a ſenſible woman, and 
had adorned the goſpel for many years, I viſited 
her in her laſt illneſs. And as nothing had paſſed. 
through her for ſeveral days, ſhe felt the moſt ex- 
cruciating pain. She was never heard to murmur; 
but was quite reſigned to the will of God. When 
I ſaw her, ſhe brought to my mind a ſaying of Se- 
neca, „That a philoſopher contending with, and 
getting above the miſery of human life, was a 
ſight fit to invite the gods to be ſpectators. And 
may we not ſay, that God and Angels look down 
with great ſatisfaction on a chriſfian, triumphing 
over pain and the fear of death? Even ſo died 
this gracious woman aſter eight or ten days illneſs, 
and i is now added to the number of thoſe * 
praiſe God and the Lamb for evermore. 
This year alſo Abraham Peacock, of . Kingſwood, 
| died, And as I have reaſon to believe that I was 


7855 inſtrumental i in his converſion, and had him under 
my care at the time of his death; it may not be 


judged i improper to ſubjoin a brief account of him 
in this place. 
About thirty years ago, being a 1 he 250 
ſeveral others were ſhut up in a pit, by the 
water of an old mine breaking in upon them. The 
whole country being alarmed, abundance of men 


ſet to work and drew out the water. The priſoners Y 


were confined eleven days before they were deli- 
| vered, 
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vered, in which time they eat their candles, 
chewed their ſhoe- leather, and drank water: 
which, by a kind Providence, preſerved their 
lives. But all this had no good effect on Abraham, 
for he ſtill continued a moſt vite and 23 
profligate. | 1 a 
Some time after this he bn on EP a ſhip” 
bound for Jamaica, The ſhip was caſt away, and 
he and ſeveral of the crew eſcaped to a rock, where 
they were confined fix days. Then, through a kind 
Providence, an Engliſh veſſel came by and took 
them in, and brought them home to England. 
Abraham then went to his old employment ; but 
continued a rebel againſt God. About ſeven years 
ago, when we had that glorious revival in King /- 
wood, he was told how happy the people were who 
met together to pray, and ſing praiſes to God. 
Why then, ſaid Abraham, „Iwill go: and hear 
them.“ When he came the word reached his ſtub- 
born heart, and he was brought into deep convic- 
tions. But one night when he was in bed, the 
Lord removed his load and ſet his ſoul at liberty. 
He aroſe and came away to the ſchool about mid- 
night and called Mr. Hindmarſh. - He then told 
him, „ believe I am going to die, for the Lord 
has forgiven all my ſins;” After this he had a very 
poor ſtate of health, and was not able to work. 
By this means he ſoon became ſo exceeding low in 
his circumſtances that he had neither bread to eat 
nor a bed to lie upon. I mentioned his caſe to a 
few friends in Briſtol, and among us we procured 


him a bed and other neceſſaries. For ſeven years 
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he continued a great monument both of ſufferings 
and of-patience, and then died in peace. Oh the 
riches, both of the wiſdom and/goodneſs of God! 
How abundantly were they diſplayed in the caſe of 
this poor man, who had ſpent between fifty and 
ſixty years in a regular courſe of daring wicked- 
neſs; and that God ſhould not only preſerve him 
amidſt it all, but at laſt convert his ſoul, provide 
for his body, and then take him to himſelf, to be- 
hold his leni in Rs n+ to praiſe him to 
all, eternity! Ho ine 
The two vente 2 Rayed: in- ad e Briſtol, Lhad | 
full employment. For, beſides riding often ten, 
twelve, fifteen or twenty miles a day, through all 
 weathers, I had to preach twice a, day frequently, 
and-ſometimes thrice, beſides meeting the Societies 
in various ways, viſiting, the ſick, &c. which 1 
found to be very Weariſome to fleſh: and blood. But 
When I conſidered What a charge I had, having 
near fifteen hundred ſouls. put under my care, ex- 
cluſive of all the thouſands who heard me con- 
tinually; more eſpecially. when I conſidered that 
each of theſe; ſouls: was of more value than ten 
thouſand worlds; all within me cried out, who is 
tuficient foritheſe things] And 1 could, ſcarce, re- 
frain from ſaying with him of old, Lord, ſend by 
whom thou wilt, only ſend not by me! And I 
hope I ſhall never loſe fight of the greatneſs of this 
undertaking, or the awfulneſs of the charge com- 
mitted unto me; but, rather, that I ſhall, ſee and 
feel more and more of its great, and tremendous 
importance every day of my life: that I may be 
5 $4) . | more 
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more ſerious and humble, more upright and earneſt 


before him who hath called me to this work, and 


before whom I ſhall ſhortly ſtand to give an account. 
of my ſtewardſhip ! 

Friday, July 19, 1776, we left Briſtol, and ſpent 
about a week with our friends in Bath, Here we 
never had much; if any proſpett of doing any great 
good, till very lately. This year I added ſeveral 


new members, and many others found peace and 


joy in the Holy Ghoſt, When we left Bath we 
called on a few Societies in our way, and came to 
London on Monday the agth. This year I laboured 
in much peace with Mr, Hindmarſh and Mr. Pil- 
moor. When we are free from outward trouble, 
there is danger leſt we ſhould fall into a lukewarm 
ſtate. If we deſire to live holy and happy, we 
ſhould keep God and eternity always in view. 
Wedneſday, June 4, 1777, we left London, and 
went into the Weſt of England. Providence was 
very kind to us in this journey. As we were going 
off Saliſbury-Plain, I got aut of the chaiſe to walk 
down a very ſteep hill; when we came to the 
bottom, as I Was going in again, between my Wife 
and me we dropt the reins, Which hung on the 
horſe's heels; this made him {et off on a full gallop, 
which he continued for near a mile, with both of 
us in the chaiſe. He then turned off the road 
through a narrow gate- way leading to an inn, as if 


zuidled in every ſtep by an inviſible, hand. The 


inn yard was very narrow, that he could neither 
turn to the right nor left, and the ſtable, fronting, 
* was obliged to ſtop, Oh God! ſurely thou didſt 
then 


_ 
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then give thine angels charge to watch over thy 
ſervants who put their truſt in thee, Aſter 
we had breakfaſted here we ſet off again, and went 
on through the Societies to Cornwall, where'I ſpent- 
about ſive weeks with great ſatisfaftion; In many 
places the congregations were ſo large that I was 
obliged to preach abroad. I found my foul was 
much bleſt. I rejoiced to ſee many of my old ac- 
quaintance and F r f beef in wad 200 
to heaven. | 
Friday, July the \8th, we left Cornwall, cit chin 
ſafe to Briſtol, on Tueſday the agth. After our 
Conference ended, we ſet off for the Cheſter Cir- 
ceuit, where we arrived ſafe on Monday, Auguſt the 
18th. This is a trying Circuit to fleſh and blood; 
our journies are very long, and in many places the 
congregations very ſmall :* yet it pleaſed God to 
bleſs our labours and increaſe our number. 
Friday January 16, 1778, I came to Mhitchurc hn; 
but my cough and hoarſeneſs were ſuch, that it 
was With difficulty I could ſpeak fo. as to be under- 
ſtood: I deſifed Mr, Brown to ſupply my place 2 
few days, while I reſtedat Mr. Sims's, at Alperham. 
But as I Was not willing to be idle, I wrote two 
Hymns, one for the morning, and another for the 
evening. Since that time, I have wrote about 
_. Hixty more. I find this to be both a pleaſing and a 
| profitable exerciſe: it keeps the mind quite en- 
gaged on the ſubjeR, „ eee ee 
0 for aſſiſtance : 
Thurſday, July the 234, we left Cheſter, and 1 


preached that evening at nen Sunday the 
26th, 


— 
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26th, I preached at Mancheſter in the morning, and 
the Lord was preſent to bleſs us. In the aſternoon 

, I preached at Oldiam. But Oh what an alteration. 

; is here! The laſt time I was in this place I was 
kept a priſoner in a public-houſe, among drunkards, 
ſwearers, and fighters; but now, as ſoon as I en- 
tered their new chapel, they ſung a hymn of praiſe 
to God, on my account, | 

From hence I-went to Leeds, where our Con- 
ference begun Tueſday the 4th. I laboured this 
year in the Bra4forth Circuit, with Mr. Hopper 
and Mr. Johnſon, two of our old Preachers, who 
have adorned the goſpel, and been uſeful labourers 
in our Lord's vineyard for many years. We, had 
ſome mcreaſe in our Circuit this year, and ſome 
found peace with God. But I find Satan 1s very 
buſy in every place. At Halifax, he cauſed a divi- 
ſion in the Society about an angel with a trumpet 
in his hand, which one party would have fixt on 
the top of the ſounding-board over the pulpit, 
but the other would riot” conſent to it. And To 
warm were they on each fide, that the Preachers 
could not reconcile them: ſo the affair was left to 

: the deciſion of Mr, Weſley, When he came, he 
gave judgment againſt the angel; and to put an end 
to all future ſtriſe, Mr. Joſeph Bradford made a 
burnt ſacrifice of it on the altar of peace! Is it 
not ſtrange that men of common ſenſe, and who 
proſeſs an uncommon degree of religion, ſhould 
contend ſo warmly about ſuch trifles as theſe? 
Saturday, July g, 1779, we-left Halifax, and 
came to Bradforth, I continued here, and inf the 
neigh- 


"mx 


' neighbourhood about a week, taking leave of our 
friends: in hopes to meet again where pain and 
parting ſhall be no more. a 
MWe then came on through the Societies to A 
3 the place of my prefent deſtination; where I 
labour in connection with a number of my brethren 
whom. 1 highly eſteem. I believe we love as 
| brethren, and that our labour is. not ger in 
vain in the Lord. | 
Upon the whole : when I look back on the 
many years I have now ſpent in teſtifying the 
grace of God, though I have not made that ad. 
vancement in the way which I might have done, { 
yet I can ſay to his glory, he hath ſo kept me that 
none can lay any thing to my charge with regard 
to my moral conduct, ſince God firſt ſpoke peace 
to my ſoul in April 1749. 
I am clearly convinced that God has called me 
to preach his everlaſting goſpel. And the more ſo, 
| becauſe it has pleaſed him by his ſpirit, to confirm - 
the word of his meſſenger, Indeed I am fully 
perſuaded; that he does confirm the word of all 
whom he hath fent, by uſing them in turning ſin- 
ners from darkneſs to light, and from the 162 | 
of Satan unto. God, 0 | 
"And I belivye,: that Chriſt is ai. to- ſave unto - 
the uttermoſt all thoſe that come unto God through 
him. I cannot credit thoſe Who are continually 
telling the people, that the Canaanite muſt dwell 
in the land to humble them: that is, Belial muſt 
be a partner with Chriſt in this work; as though 
| Chat Was not ſufficient to humble the ſouls of 
IF States - God's 
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God's children, without calling in ſin and Satan to 
his aſſiſtance. Learn of me, ſaith the Redeemer, 
for I am meek and lowly of heart: and ye ſhall find 
reft unto your ſouls. 

I bleſs God, I can ſay to his glory, I do find 
conſtant. communion with him, And I pay no re- 
gard to thoſe who tell us, you muſt come down 
from the mount: and you muſt not mind your 
frames and feelings.” No! If I have the peace of 
God, do I not feel it? If 1-do not feel it, I have it 
not. And if I do not feel joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 
it does not exiſt, And ſhall I not feel it more and 
more? I truſt I ſhall, if I go on from faith to faith: 
if I daily grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

I bleſs God my heart is engaged in his work: and 
there is nothing gives me greater ſatis faction than to 
hear of the proſperity. of Sion, Yet how much 
longer 1 ſhall be able to travel, I cannot tell, as I 
have a ſettled rheumatiſm in my knee and thigh, 
and am far paſt the meridian of life, But in all 

circumſtances, I have, choſen God for my, portion, 
and the lot of my inheritance for ever. He hath 
been my helper hitherto; and I truſt, he will help 
me to the end. Oh Lord! forſake me not in my 
old age. Lay thine everlaſting arms beneath me; 
and give me a ſafe and comfortable paſſage through 
the valley of the ſhadow of death > and then bring 


me to thy holy hill, to praiſe thy name for ever! 


Jo conclude: I cannot better expreſs my preſent 
Nate and future proſpeR, than in the two following 
1 | | f ſtanzas 


1 of dun qu, beautiful, hymn To the 
God of Abraham. . in 
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